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Mass Union of Public Housing Tenants 

784 Washington Street, Suite 504 
Dorchester, MA 02124 

 
October 15, 2025 
  
The Honorable Maura Healey   Secretary Matthew Gorzkowicz 
Governor of Massachusetts                             Executive Office of Administration and Finance 
State House Room 360                                    State House Room 373 
 
RE: FY27 Budget and Protecting Public Housing Tenants During Redevelopment 
  
Dear Governor Healey and Secretary Gorzkowicz: 
  
The Massachusetts Union of Public Housing Tenants, a statewide organization run by and for 
public housing residents, would like to reiterate our appreciation for your support for public 
housing in the Affordable Homes Act. In particular, we are grateful for Section 35 which assures 
public housing tenants that their rights will remain the same in redeveloped properties if a 
private developer owns or manages the property. (Fact sheet: New Law Protects Public Housing 
Tenants in Massachusetts Facing Redevelopment.) 
  
The AHA also states that “tenants shall be provided with technical assistance to facilitate 
meaningful input related to the redevelopment of the proposed project.” Funding is needed 
to make this a reality. Mass Union is asking the Governor and Legislature to include $350,000 
for technical assistance for public housing tenants undergoing redevelopment in the FY27 
budget. Mass Union and Mass Law Reform hope to sit down with your staff in the coming 
weeks to discuss this request in further detail. 
  
As you know, redevelopment deals are extremely complicated. And tenant voice is crucial. “We 
feel like little fish in a big pond,” says Cassandra Page, a tenant at the Belmont Housing 
Authority and Secretary of the Mass Union board. “But it’s our lives and our homes that we’re 
talking about. We have to have a meaningful voice in the process.” Redevelopers bring highly 
sophisticated staff to the table. Tenants need their own lawyers, organizers, architects and 
engineers to ensure a balanced conversation. Without technical assistance, tenants’ voices get 
lost.  
 
There are redevelopment projects happening all across the state, for example, in Marblehead 
and Salem, where the tenants are facing enormous changes to their housing that will entail 
relocation off-site during construction. They must have a meaningful voice in the process, but 
currently, no TA is available to them. Please note: 
  

https://massunion.org/redevelopment/
https://massunion.org/redevelopment/


 
Mass Union of Public Housing Tenants | 617.825.9750 | massunion.org | info@massunion.org 

● Our $350,000 request will not meet the full need for TA but would create a pilot 
program. With this modest investment, the administration can begin to ensure that 
redevelopment projects benefit from the crucial insights tenants bring to the table. 

● A new Line Item is not needed, as this money could be added to the existing Public 
Housing Reform Line Item, 7004-9007. 

● Once allocated, EOHLC could work with Mass Union and other stakeholders to fund a 
pool of technical assistance providers, with details TBD. 

  
Mass Union is also a strong supporter of Access to Counsel, and we are part of the coalition 
with Mass Law Reform. We will join them in seeking additional funding for this program for 
FY27. In addition, Mass Union supports increased funding for the Public Housing Operating 
Subsidy (7004-9005). We are working with our partners to develop a unified ask on this Line 
Item, which helps ensure that we, the tenants, live with the dignity we deserve. 
  
Mass Union recently held its largest Convention in recent history with over 120 tenants from 28 
Housing Authorities and 44 Tenant Organizations present. We are eager to welcome 
administration officials such as Secretary Augustus to visit our communities, and we look 
forward to continuing to work with your administration. 
  
Thank you again for your work to protect the Commonwealth’s public housing and the people 
living there.  
 
Sincerely, 
  
Renee Spencer 
Mass Union Network Leader 
Tenant Leader, Wellesley 
 
Dave Underhill 
Chairman, Mass Union                                                       
Tenant Leader, Fall River 
  
Sarah Byrnes 
Executive Director, Mass Union 
 
Cc:     Lieutenant Governor Kim Driscoll 

Secretary Ed Augustus, Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities 
Kate Cook, Chief of Staff, Office of Governor Maura Healey 
Juan Gallego, Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff, Lieutenant Governor Driscoll 
Eric Shupin, Chief of Policy at Executive Office of Housing & Livable Communities 
Christopher Marino, Assistant Secretary for Budget, Administration and Finance 
Danielle Cerny, Chief of Staff, Administration and Finance  

 


